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afraid from day to day that we were going to leave
them.

To encourage them, I made them a present of a
dozen cakes of Tobacco, and some skins. They gave
me back the skins, saying that it was their duty to
give some to us, and that, besides, they were already
under sufficient [174] obligation to us,—that we
helped them every day, in an infinite variety of ways;
that if any had need of a knife, or an awl, they had
only to come to us, and we gave them to them at once.
Moreover, these pledges of good will were not mere
words, they were followed by good results. They
set to work so diligently and worked with so much
zeal that they erected a new Cabin for us in less than
three days. Indeed, no one spared himself; the old
people were foremost in the work. Some, forget-
ting their age, even climbed to the top of the Cabin;
others went to seek and prepare plenty of bark to cover
it, or worked at setting up the frame thereof.

The zeal of the Captain prevented four of us from
saying Mass on the last day; for, as soon as it was
daylight, he set himself at work; and from the top
ridge of the Cabin, where he was, he shouted as
loudly as he could, and invited all the youth who
were not already awake to come and get to work.
But let us say a word about their Councils.



